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October 8, 2009 
 
 

 
Saguache County Planning Department 
C/O Wendi Maez – Land Use Director 
P.O. Box 326 
Saguache, CO 81149 
Phone – 719.655.2321 
   
RE:  Tessera Solar San Luis Valley 200MW Solar Project 
 
Dear Wendi, 
 
Tessera Solar is pleased to submit our 1041 pre‐application for the San Luis Valley 200 MW 
Solar Project for your review. As you know, we held a public meeting on August 31, 2009 in 
Saguache and have included the Citizen Participation Results Report to this application 
(Appendix E). We look forward to your continued consideration of this very exciting project. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this submittal, please feel free to call me at 
602.535.3588 or email me at richard.knox@tesserasolar.com. 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
 
Richard Knox 
Permitting Director 
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1.0 PRELIMINARY APPLICATION 
 
APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO CONDUCT A DESIGNATED ACTIVITY OF STATE INTEREST OR TO 
ENGAGE IN DEVELOPMENT IN A DESIGNATED AREA OF STATE INTEREST 
 
To:  Permit Authority, Saguache County 

Re: San Luis Valley 200 Megawatt Solar Project, as a matter of state interest. 

From:  Tessera Solar North America 
 4800 North Scottsdale Road, Suite 5500 
 Scottsdale, AZ 85251  
 (603) 535-3588  
 Representative: Richard Knox 
 
Date Submitted: October 9, 2009  
Date Received:     

1.1 Matter of State Interest 
The applicant requests that a permit be issued for each of the items checked below: 

A permit to engage in development in one or more of the following areas of state 
interest: 

  (  ) Mineral Resource Areas 

  (  ) Geologic Hazard Areas 

  (  ) Significant Wildlife Habitat Areas 

 A permit to conduct one or more of the following activities of state interest: 

(  ) Site Selection and Construction of Major New Domestic Water and 
Sewage Treatment Systems 

(  ) Major Extensions of Existing Domestic Water and Sewage Treatment 
Systems 

(X) Site Selection and Construction of Major Facilities of a Public [Private] 
Utility 

  (  ) Efficient Utilization of Municipal and Industrial Water Projects 

1.2 General Description of Proposed Activity or Development 
The Applicant is proposing to construct and operate an electric-generating facility with a 
nominal capacity of 200 megawatts (MW) using concentrating solar power. This preliminary 
application contains additional information. 
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1.3 General, Non-legal Description and Popular Name of Proposed Project 
The San Luis Valley Solar Project (SLVSP) will be constructed on an approximately 1,525 acres 
of land owned by George Woodard Ranch Partnership, a Colorado general partnership and 
located about 8 miles southeast of the Town of Saguache. 

1.4 Legal Description 
TOWNSHIP 43 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST, N.M.P.M. 

Section 5: E1/2SE1/4 ; Tracts 1, 2, 4, 5, 27, 31, 35, 37, and 60; Tracts 50 through 
56, inclusive; Tracts 73 through 78, inclusive; Tracts 83 through 110, 
inclusive; Tracts 115 through 124, inclusive; Tracts 133 through 141, 
inclusive; Tracts 147 through 156, inclusive; Tract 159; and Tracts 165 
through 175, inclusive; Lots 4 and 5 

Section 6: All 

1.5 Owners and Interests 
Set out below are the names of those persons holding recorded legal, equitable, contractual 
and option interests and any other person known to the applicant having an interest in the 
property described in Section 1.4, above, as well as the nature and extent of those interests 
for each person, provided that such recorded interests shall be limited to those which are 
recorded in the County Recorder’s Office of this jurisdiction, the land office of the State 
Board of Land Management for this State, the Office of the State Board of Land 
Commissioners of the Department of Natural Resources, or the Secretary of State’s Office of 
this State (Attach additional sheets if necessary): 

The entity holding legal title to the property described in Section 1.4 is the George Woodard 
Ranch Partnership, a Colorado general partnership.  The partnership holds a fee simple 
interest in the property and has permits for several artesian wells located on the property.  
The partnership has granted a purchase option for the property to San Luis Valley Solar, LLC, 
a Colorado limited liability company.  In addition, the partnership has granted a grazing lease 
on the property to Coleman Ranches, Inc., a Colorado corporation, as lessee.  A copy of the 
Memorandum of Purchase Option is included as Appendix A. 

1.6 Submission Requirements 
Attached to this to this application are the submission requirements described in the 
regulations which have been adopted by this jurisdiction for each of the activities or areas 
checked in Section 1.1 above.   

This complete preliminary application includes the following materials:  Appendix A – 
Memorandum of Purchase Option; Appendix B - SunCatcherTM Technology; Appendix C - Maps; 
Appendix D - Project Operation and Maintenance Personnel Requirements and Trade by 
Construction Month Tables; and Appendix E - Citizen Participation Results Report. 

1.7 Design and Performance Standards 
The attached analyses show that each of the design and performance standards set forth in 
the regulations for each of the activities or areas checked in Section 1.1 above will be met.  
The individual analyses are identified by reference to the appropriate paragraph or section 
numbers corresponding to each standard in the appropriate regulations adopted by this 
jurisdiction. 




















